
 
THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF PHILADELPHIA 
BOARD OF EDUCATION  
ACTION MEETING 
SPEAKERS LIST 
MAY 29, 2025 

 
 
 

Registered Speaker 
 

1.​ Molly Schmader, Community 
Member 
Topic: Supporting ECPHL 
 

2.​ Keshema Davidson, Community 
Member 
Topic: Early College Charter App 
 

3.​ Angela Marks, Community Member 
Topic: Supporting ECPHL 
 

4.​ Ryan Boyer, Community Member 
Topic: Support for Early College 
Application 
 

5.​ Amy Hollister, Community Member 
Topic: Charter Schools 

 
6.​ Daniel ​Widemen, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: Options for Parents 
 

7.​ Rebecca Benarroch, Community 
Member 
Topic: Early College Charter School 
of Philadelphia 
 

8.​ Greg Thompson, Parent/Guardian 
Topic: Investing in Young People 

 
9.​ Ms. Bush, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: KPCS Charter 
 

10.​Angela​ Pardue, Parent/Guardian 
Topic: Supporting High Quality 
Schools 
 

 
11.​Boubacar Kante, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: School Choice 
 

12.​Anton Moore, Community Member 
Topic: Support for Early College 

 
13.​Anna Winter, Community Member 

Topic: Early College PHL 
 

14.​Robin Cooper, CASA 
Topic: School Leadership 

 
15.​Nicole Austin, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: Supporting High Quality 
Schools 

 
16.​Nichole Bennett, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: Support ECPHL 
 

17.​Michelina Serianni, District Staff 
Member 
Topic: Extended School Day/Year 

 
18.​Rickey​Duncan, Community 

Member 
Topic: Preparing Students for their 
Future - Early College 
 

19.​Ebony Mills, Parent/Guardian 
Topic: Philly for GREAT Public 
Schools 

 
20.​Jay Appleton, Community Member 

Topic: Facility Conditions 
 

21.​Toni Damon, District Staff Member 
Topic: Innovation and Leadership 
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22.​Michael Roth, District Staff Member 
Topic: Olney HS Athletic Field 

 
23.​LaTi Spence, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: Wellness Policy 
 

24.​Angela​ Ryans, District Staff 
Member 
Topic: Positive School 
Climate/Culture 

 
25.​Marjorie Tribbitt, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: Olney Athletic Field 
 

26.​Ekiah Lewis, AACSC 
Topic: Early College 

 
27.​Jamila​ Carter, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: Wellness Policy 
 

28.​Jorge Gonzalez, District Staff 
Member 
Topic: Olney HS Athletic Field 
 

29.​Jamie Lawyer, District Staff Member 
Topic: School Leadership, Academic 
Achievement, District Improvement 
and Administrators Count 

 
30.​Dwan Pope, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: KNPCS Charter 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Primary Waitlist 
 

31.​Heather McCullough, District Staff 
Member 
Topic: Community School 

 
32.​Sonya Salandy, Community Member 

Topic: Olney HS athletic field 
 

33.​Michelle Burns, District Staff 
Member 
Topic: CTE 

 
34.​Tangela McClam, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: Principal Experience 
 

35.​Fatima​Mckee, Parent/Guardian 
Topic: KPCS Charter 

 
36.​Bahir Hayes, District Staff Member 

Topic: Education 
 

37.​Edward Davies, District Staff 
Member 
Topic: Administrators Count 

 
38.​Herman Douglas, District Staff 

Member 
Topic: School Community 

 
39.​Sheena​Wilson, District Staff 

Member 
Topic: Education 

 
40.​Cassandra Houston, District Staff 

Member 
Topic: CTE Achievement 
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41.​Orissa Adams, District Staff Member 
Topic: District Improvement 

 
42.​Tamika​ Gilliam, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: Positive School Systems 
 

43.​Ta O’Brien, Parent/Guardian 
Topic: CAPA 

 
44.​Shirley​ Carrasquillo, District Staff 

Member 
Topic: School Support with 
Multilingual Programs 

 
45.​Johanna Urena, District Staff 

Member 
Topic: Multilingual Office of 
Diverse Learners 

 
46.​Kelly Espinosa, District Staff 

Member 
Topic: School Leadesrship 
 

47.​Twain McLeod, District Staff 
Member 
Topic: Special Education 
Support/Success at Schools 
 

 
48.​Heather McCullough, District Staff 

Member 
Topic: Academic Achievement 

 
49.​Vance McNear, District Staff 

Member 
Topic: SEL 
 
 
 

 
50.​Jamie Devlin, District Staff Member 

Topic: Special Education - Success 
at Supporting Schools  

 
51.​Siani Bolling, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: Wellness Policy 
 

52.​Nicole​Patterson, District Staff 
Member 
Topic: SEL 

 
53.​Tarina Matthews, Community 

Member 
Topic: Wellness Policy 

 
54.​Julie Krug, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: Wellness Policy 
 

55.​Marla Travis, District Staff Member 
Topic: District Leadership 

 
56.​Jay Sand, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: CAPA issues 
 

57.​Deana​ Ramsey, District Staff 
Member 
Topic: Community Partnerships 
 

 
58.​Thaddeus Desmond, District Staff 

Member 
Topic: STEP Coordinators joining 
CASA 

 
59.​Kathleen Mulhearn, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: CAPA Concerns 
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60.​Tara Pulley, District Staff Member 
Topic: Climate Managers 

 
61.​Erica Green, District Staff Member 

Topic: Community Schools 
 

62.​Nicole​Freeman, District Staff 
Member 
Topic: 8th Grade Algebra 

 
63.​Sharon​Burke, District Staff Member 

Topic: High School Success 
 

64.​Tisha Dunn, District Staff Member 
Topic: What are the Components 
Needed for an Excellent Education? 

 
65.​Dana Carter, Community Member 

Topic: Educating the Public About 
the Authority of the School Board 

 
66.​Julian Graham, District Staff 

Member 
Topic: Distributive Leadership 

 
67.​Ryan Smith, District Staff Member 

Topic: What makes an Excellent 
School? 

 
68.​Michelle Burns, District Staff 

Member 
Topic: The Best Parts of Technical 
Education 

 
69.​Toya Diggs-Clay, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: Focus on the well-being and 
Mental Health of the Students 
 
 

 
70.​Mara Imms, Community Member 

Topic: Supporting Immigrant 
Families 

 
71.​Cecelia  Thompson, Community 

Member 
Topic: Special Education 

 
72.​Kaitlin​McCann, District Staff 

Member 
Topic: School Funding 

 
73.​Betty Thompson, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: Save WPACES 
 

74.​Janet Ra-hatt, Parent/Guardian 
Topic: School Growth 

 
75.​Patrick​ McHugh, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: Chronic Instability and Staff 
Departures at CAPA Coinciding with 
Plummeting Enrollment 

 
76.​Grace Handy, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: The School’s and SDP’s Lack 
of Support for Sophomore Students 
that didn’t have a Math Teacher 

 
77.​Jennifer Jordan, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: CAPA  
 

78.​Christina Fuoco, Parent/Guardian 
Topic: CAPA - Failure to support 
Students Academically and in the 
Arts 

 
79.​Amy Faulring, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: Wellness Policy 
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80.​Eric Santoro, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: CAPA 
 

81.​Lydia Currie, Parent/Guardian 
Topic: New leadership for CAPA 
 

82.​Ilene Poses, Community Member 
Topic: Charters 
 

83.​Keisha​Wilkins, District Staff 
Member 
Topic: Martin Luther King HS 
 

84.​Danyeal Sellers, Parent/Guardian 
Topic: Climate of the School 
 

85.​Tara O’Brien, Parent/Guardian 
Topic: School Concerns 
 

86.​Keziah​ Ridgeway, Community 
Member 
Topic: Public Participation 
 

87.​Kressent Pottenger, Parent/Guardian 
Topic: CAPA 
 

88.​Aaron​ Gemmill, Parent/Guardian 
Topic: CAPA 
 

89.​Lisa Haver, APPS 
Topic: Action Item 50: Contract with 
Institute for Excellence in Education 
d/b/a National Charter Schools 
Institute for services in connection 
with Phase 2 of Project RiSE 

 
90.​Cindy Burstein, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: CAPA Issues 

 
91.​Deborah Grill, Community Member 

Topic: Facilities Planning Process 
 

92.​Lynda​ Rubin, Community Member 
Topic: Facilities 

 
93.​Micky​ Devitt, Parent/Guardian 

Topic: CAPA 
 

94.​Barbara Dowdall, Community 
Member 
Topic: Honoring Dawn Staley 

 
 

 




